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Research Report 
A research report is basically a summary of what the student has 
learned through their exploration of a topic in books, encyclopedias 
or the Internet.  The student will read the desired material, such as 
several non-fiction books on a specific subject matter, and organize the 
information. Then, they will summarize what they have learned in a 
well-thought out manner. These reports should take anywhere from a 
week to a month to complete. The 3 to 5 paragraphs of the report 
should be written in an informational tone, devoid of opinion. It 
should be concise and to the point. For the research report, the student 
is basically delving into a topic, organizing the material he has found 
and sharing what he has learned in his own words.



Research Paper 
On the other hand, the research paper contains the student’s 
analysis and opinion of a subject. He will still do a fair amount of 
research and his paper should still include some summary 
information. However, the writer will also offer his thoughts on 
what he has learned, and he will use quotes and authoritative 
opinions to back up his claims. This means that the student 
will also need to use some form of citation to show from 
where their quotes and support material have come, which will 
add to the complexity of this assignment.



These papers should take anywhere from 6 weeks to several months to 
complete.  A research paper must include a thesis statement which 
causes the student to form and defend an opinion about the material. The 
completed paper should be clear, comprehensive and at least 6 to 8 
pages in length. It should touch on why he chose the topic and how it 
affects the writer as well as thoroughly explain what he has found 
out about the subject.



Research Article 
A research article is a primary source that reports the methods and results of 
an original study performed by the authors. The kind of study may vary (it 
could have been an experiment, survey, interview, etc.), but in all cases, raw 
data have been collected and analyzed by the authors, and conclusions 
drawn from the results of that analysis.

Research articles follow a particular format. Look for:

A brief introduction will often include a review of the existing literature on the 
topic studied, and explain the rationale of the author's study. This is 
important because it demonstrates that the authors are aware of 
exisiting studies, and are planning to contribute to this existing body of 
research in a meaningful way (that is, they're not just doing what others 
have already done).



A methods section, where authors desribe how they collected and 
analyzed data. Statistical analyses are included. This section is quite 
detailed, as it's important that other researchers be able to verify and/or 
replicate these methods.

A results section describes the outcomes of the data analysis. Charts and 
graphs illustrating the results are typically included.

In the discussion, authors will explain their interpretation of their results 
and theorize on their importance to existing and future research.

References or works cited are always included. These are the articles 
and books that the authors drew upon to plan their study and to support 
their discussion.



Review Article 
A review article is a secondary source. It is written about other 
articles, and does not report original research of its own. Review 
articles are very important, as they draw upon the articles that they 
review to suggest new research directions, to strengthen support 
for existing theories and/or identify patterns among exising 
research studies. For student researchers, review articles provide a 
great overview of the exisiting literature on a topic. If you find a 
literature review that fits your topic, take a look at its 
references/works cited list for leads on other relevant articles and 
books.



Research Monograph 
A monograph as the name suggests, is a sort of magazine which 
covers only a single topic. It is restricted to the constraints of a 
singular subject and will not be having multiple subjects. A 
detailed written study of a single specialized subject or an aspect of it. 
Research Monographs are “separately published reports on 
original research that are too long, too specialized, or otherwise 
unsuitable for publication in one of the standard journals. Each 
Monograph is self-contained, frequently summarizes existing theory or 
practice before presenting the author’s original and previously 
unpublished work, and is likely to be one of a series of such research 
monographs in the same field.




